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ZYPREXA 

776. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Mental Health: 
I have a supplementary question. I thank the minister for that information. Why did he not provide that 
information to Mr Ormonde Waters, an unfortunate victim of this drug and its side effects, after he contacted his 
office in March, May, June and now September with no response?  

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 
If the no response is as follows �  

Dear Mr Waters  
ZYPREXA  
Thank you for your enquiry regarding the drug Zyprexa.  

I will read out the rest of that letter, if that is what the member would like. 

A government member: Read it. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: I will read it and, as it says in the letter, it is the second letter that was sent to this gentleman. 
To continue � 

I understand that your original correspondence was forwarded to the South Metropolitan Area Health 
Service Mental Health Unit and that my office was subsequently expecting you to provide an address to 
which a response would be forwarded. 
You have raised the issue of Zyprexa and diabetes with the Department of Health � 

I was not going to mention this man�s name, but as the member for Kwinana has, I will follow suit. 

Mr R.H. Cook: No, he personally asked me to. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: To continue � 
on a number of occasions during the past several years and I reiterate the response that has been 
provided to you. 

And this is a man with whom I had not communicated! 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: That interjection demonstrates the way in which the opposition treats people with mental 
illness in Western Australia. The government is serious about it and I am serious about it. I am reading the letter 
to indicate that I did communicate with Mr Waters, even though the member said that I did not. The letter, dated 
3 July, continues �  

• There is a 2-3 fold increase in diabetes in schizophrenia, even when a person has not been treated 
with anti-psychotic medication. 

• Diabetes is a common condition and could occur concurrently � 
• Weight gain from Olanzapine can be a factor in the development of diabetes or diabetes may be 

caused by Olanzapine. 
• Approximately half the cases of diabetes resolve when Olanzapine or other medication is ceased.  
I trust this information is of assistance to you.  
Yours sincerely 

 


